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About the Edith Collins Centre

The Edith Collins Centre (ECC) conducts translational research in the fields of alcohol, drugs and
toxicology to drive change in policy and practice and to improve the health of those affected by
alcohol, drugs and poisoning.

ECC was established as a partnership between Sydney Local Health District (SLHD) and the
University of Sydney to increase clinical research capacity in alcohol, drugs, and toxicology.

Our multidisciplinary research encompasses a broad range of disciplines including clinical
toxicology, addiction medicine, public health, epidemiology, hepatology, mental health, and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health. Our research ranges from early interventions for drug
and alcohol use, through to genetic and molecular mechanisms of tissue injury and clinical trials in
the treatment of substance use disorders.

ECC comprises several highly successful research groups conducting nationally and
internationally leading work in these areas, achieving world-first outcomes in their fields, including
the establishment of notable international collaborations and consortia and large multi-national
cohorts.

Our work is mainly supported by external peer-reviewed grants. ECC Staff Specialists also provide
leadership and teaching in the speciality of Addiction Medicine at the University of Sydney.

Research overview

ECC research is aligned across the following five key areas of research:

¢ Clinical Toxicology and Pharmacology (Prof Andrew Dawson, Prof Nick Buckley, A/Prof
Darren Roberts)

¢ Indigenous Health and Substance Use (Prof Kate Conigrave, A/Prof Kylie Lee, Dr Michael
Doyle)

¢ Alcohol Biology, and Genetics of Liver Disease (A/Prof Devanshi Seth, Prof Paul Haber)

¢ Clinical Research in Alcohol, Addictive Behaviours & Treatment (A/Prof Kirsten Morley, Prof
Paul Haber, Prof Andrew Baillie, Dr Warren Logge)

e lllicit Drug Use (A/Prof Carolyn Day)

Clinical Toxicology includes acute and chronic medicine and chemical poisoning, serious
adverse prescribed and non-prescribed drug reactions, and toxicology that contributed to a
substantial source of morbidity and mortality across the world.

The team, led by Professors Andrew Dawson and Nick Buckley, has established large prospective
cohorts of acute poisoning and developed treatment guidelines resulting in national and
international policy and regulatory changes.

Much of their national research is based on detecting early signals of significant drug toxicity and
measuring the public health impact of regulatory change. This group has led the development of
the NSW Poisons Information Centre research program and used data to describe many
developing trends in poisoning including pharmaceuticals and drug use.

The team has been funded by NHMRC Program and CRE Grants (CRE in Medicines Intelligence,
and CRE in Translational Venom and Antivenom Research) along with project grants and other
forms of support.
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Recent activities

¢ The Australian Toxicology Monitoring (ATOM) and Australian Snakebite Projects (ASP), which identify
the clinical effect and response to treatment from various poisonings and snakebites.

e An evaluation of the patterns of use and poisoning with various substances like codeine, paracetamol,
pregabalin, etfc.

e A randomised stepped wedge trial of scaling up of a community-based alcohol education program in
rural Sri Lankan villages, and its effects on alcohol use, associated harms, depression and social
capital.

e A comparative study of oral and infravenous anfidotes for acute paracetamol poisoning.

e Long-term effects on kidney function and health after severe acute pesticide poisoning and snake
envenomation.

Indigenous Health and Substance Use research, led by Professor Kate Conigrave, Associate
Professor Kylie Lee and Dr Michael Doyle, involves developing culturally appropriate, accessible
and innovative approaches to prevent or treat alcohol or other drug use disorders among
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other priority populations.

Founded on longstanding partnerships with these communities and services across Australia, their
focus is on culturally appropriate and relevant work.

Recent activities

e A Centre for Research Excellence (CRE): Indigenous Health and Alcohol was opened in May 2017 to
recruit and support Indigenous Australian researchers. The CRE, funded by the NHMRC, aims fo reduce
alcohol harm experienced by Indigenous Australians, and works to draw on the diverse range of skills
among the investigators and the Indigenous research frainees. It combines cultural, community, health
service, research and policy expertise. To date the CRE has mentored 9 post-graduate research
students, 3 early career researchers, and 3 frainees, all of whom are Aboriginal descent.

¢ The design of a world-first iPad App that has been shown to be an accurate and acceptable fool to
help Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to self-report their drinking and provides them with
immediate tailored feedback on the App (‘brief intervention’).

e A cluster randomised trial that examines a model of support for 22 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
community controlled primary care services around alcohol care.

¢ Several studies that are identifying the need for treatment for alcohol use disorders in the NSW prison
system, and if there are ways to better meet any unmet need.

Clinical Research in Alcohol, Addictive Behaviours and Treatment is a major area of interest with
ongoing randomised control trials, including comorbid substance abuse and suicide risk.

The team, led by Associate Professor Kirsten Morley, is leading world first research into alcohol
dependence, alcoholic liver disease and their associated psychological comorbidities.

The team is currently conducting a number of randomised clinical trials testing novel tfreatments
for alcohol addiction, and how to optimise the response to treatment and improve franslation of
evidence-based approaches into practice.

Recent activities

Discovery e A study of cannabidiol (CBD) examining the effect of CBD on a range of different
functions such as functional connectivity between brain regions, brain activity in response
to alcohol and anxiety cues, brain metabolite levels in addition to measures of craving,
sleep and mood.

e An MRI study comparing the action of topiramate and nalirexone on functional
connectivity between brain regions, brain activity in response to alcohol and anxiety
cues, brain metabolite levels and the role of genotypes in these actions.



Treatment

Translation

¢ A predictive MRI study examining neural, cognitive, and epigenetic predictors of
response to MDMA assisted exposure therapy to treat comorbid PTSD and AUD.

e A randomised, double blind, controlled trial comparing naltrexone to topiramate in the
freatment of alcohol dependence. It comprises of a 12-week tfreatment program with
study medications (naltrexone or topiramate) and medical management. NHMRC
funded. (2019-2021)

¢ A randomised, double blind, controlled trial investigating whether N-acetylcysteine is a
safe and effective tfreatment for reducing heavy alcohol consumption. In this study
participants are randomly allocated to N-acetylcysteine or matched placebo and
undergo a 12-week treatment program with study medications (NAC or placebo) and
medical management.

¢ National clinical guidelines for treatment of Alcohol problems. The ECC team led a
national working group fo revise and update these guidelines and generate
implementation tools. (2018-2021)

e An evaluation of the effectiveness of the Pathways to Comorbidity Care (PCC) fraining
program in improving the management of comorbid substance use and mental disorders
using an integrated comorbidity management approach. Both the clinical practice
outcomes and the implementation outcomes were evaluated. Funded by the NSW
Health Translational Research Grant Scheme. (2017-2020)

¢ Following on from the PCC project, a need assessment of drug and alcohol and mental
health nurses is being conducted to inform a process of engaging leadership in
implementing an integrated care management approach to comorbid drug and
alcohol and mental disorders with nurses. (2021-2023)

Alcohol biology and genetics of liver disease is an important area of research at DHS within the
Alcoholic Liver Disease Research Program. The program led by Associate Professor Devanshi Seth,
undertakes a range of clinical, fundamental and translational research. This research is
internationally recognised for significantly advancing the field by contributing to the
understanding of genetics and molecular mechanisms of alcohol-related liver disease (ALD).

Recent activities

Clinical
research

Fundamental
research

Translational
research

¢ The multinational GenomALC Consortium led by Seth is investigating the
genetic/genomic factors associated with the risk of alcoholic cirrhosis across
Australia, UK, USA and Europe. The team established the world’s largest biobank and
database from ~6700 drinkers and identified novel genetic risks associated with
alcohol-related cirrhosis. This ongoing research, funded by the National Institutes of
Health (NIH)/National Institute on Alcohol Abuse & Alcoholism (NIAAA), USA,
continues to explore the genetic architecture of this disease

e This research focuses on understanding the molecular mechanism underlying
progression of ALD using experimental models, including animal (mouse, zebrafish)
models of fatty liver. Research using state-of-the-art gene-editing tools (Crispr-Cas?) in
a zebrafish model of alcohol-induced fatty liver is underway studying the mechanisms
of action of the genes (identified through GenomALC findings) involved in lipid (fat)
metabolism

e The GenomALC study developed a novel genetic risk score (GRS) and combined
with clinical risk (diabetes) developed a predictive model to identify patients at
higher risk of cirrhosis. This novel concept is now being planned for a randomized
clinical trial that underpins the implementation of this research with a potential to
significantly impact the field of genomics and personalised medicine for ALD
patients.

e PETH fest, a semi-quantitative measure for alcohol use, was established by Dr Seth's

research group at RPA Hospital. This test is now routinely used in clinical settings by
Drug Health and Liver clinics to determine alcohol use, changing the management of



Alcohol Use Disorder (AUD) patients and used in clinical trials to evaluate alcohol
addiction treatment.

lllicit Drug use feam (led by Associate Professor Carolyn Day) examines substance use and related
harms in vulnerable populations. In particular, it evaluates the influences and improvements to
service use and delivery in this area. The program has close connections with the Sydney
Women's and Drug Research group (SWaDR) as well as NGOs including Uniting Sydney Medical
Supervised Injecting Centre and the NSW Alcohol and Drug Foundation.

Recent activities
e Alcohol and other Drugs Outcomes Register (AoDOR): Health Systems Access and Patient Journey.

¢ Validatfion and international comparison of the street value of prescription and illicit drugs using Street
Rx data.

e Examining COVID-19 related changes to delivery of opioid agonist freatment.

e Development of a model of care for substance use in pregnancy and parenting for Sydney Local
Health District.

e Understanding driving-related safety for individuals who receive opioid agonist treatment (OAT).

e The ADM users into treatment (ADMIT) study: linking people who use automatic dispensing machines
with the hepatitis ¢ cascade of care.

e Characteristics and needs of women seeking treatment for substance use disorders in NSW.

e Understanding the factors facilitating or hindering ufilisation of drug and alcohol services for the Muslim
and Arabic speaking community in Sydney.

e Suicide prevention project at Uniting Medically Supervised Injecting Centre (Uniting MSIC).

¢ Evaluation of drug and alcohol services for young people in Sydney including client and practitioner
perspectives, cultural competency and the role of agency and aspiration in youth treatment.

Research collaborations

DHS Research has a number of Translational Research projects that aim to increase uptake of
evidence-based treatment. These projects are funded by NHMRC and NSW Health and include:

e increasing uptake of evidence-based treatment for alcohol problems in Australia's First
Peoples

e improving the management of comorbid mental health and substance use with an
infegrated approach (including a multi-modal training package to several sites across NSW
Health LHD's)

e ashared care pathway for the treatment of alcohol use disorders in primary care.

DHS is also an active member of the NSW Drug and Alcohol Clinical Research and Improvement
Network (DACRIN), which is a collaborative network of NSW Local Health District and Health
Network services engaged in clinical research in the alcohol and other drug (AOD) sector.

DHS boast many collaborations with external groups:

e Clinical Services of SLHD Hospitals, Mental Health Services,
(Gastroenterology/Liver Services, Public Health, Community Health, Oral
Emergency Department, Nursing, Health and Aged Care, Aboriginal
Pharmacy, Women and Babies Health)

Services, Women Children and their e HIV and Related Programs (HARP)
Families Institute, Pain Management e Health promotion

Services at RPAH and Concord



Other Local Health Districts (South
Eastern Sydney LHD, Hunter New
England LHD, Northern Sydney LHD
and South West Sydney LHD)

The University of Sydney Matilda
Centre

Brain and Mind Centre

United Medically Supervised Injecting
Centre

NSW Poisons Information Centre
National Drug and Alcohol Research
Centre (NDARC)

Centenary Institute of Cancer
Medicine and Cell Biology

South Asian Clinical Toxicology
Research Collaboration (SACTRC)
Burnett Institute, Melbourne

NSW Alcohol and Drug Foundation
Network of Alcohol and other Drug
Agencies (NADA)

Redfern Legal Centre

Youth INsearch

Blackdog Institute

NSW Users and AIDS Association
(NUAA)

Aboriginal Drug and Alcohol Council,
South Australia

School of Medicine, Kufa University,

Iraqg.
Medical education and training

Medical Education is a key focus of the Research Unit. The fields of substance use and related
health and social consequences are major topics for undergraduate programs in Medicine and
the Health Sciences due to the high prevalence of these issues and their major impact. Our staff
are currently feaching in Addiction within the Universities' Faculty of Medicine and Health, across
Dentistry, and Pharmacy and Public Health and the brain and mind sciences. A/Prof Day has
coordinated addiction medicine education in the Sydney Medical Program since 2007 .

All groups are involved in continuously fraining and teaching medical and science graduates
(Honours, Masters, MPhil and PhD) and students in Aboriginal health promotion (GradDipIndigHP).
Group members are engaged in the placement of overseas trainees/students, teaching/training
of GPs and Aboriginal drug and alcohol workers and other clinicians across Australia. We have
developed a Masters in Clinical Toxicology distance learning course and Open-source curriculum,
Master of Public Health unit of study "Alcohol, Drugs and Health" and the Addiction unit of study in
the Brain and Mind Centre (BMC) post-graduate program. There are opportunities to undertake
postgraduate studies in the above areas, from basic science, clinical or public health
perspectives.



ECC achievements in 2021

40 active grants

Over $39 million of active fundings

120 peer-reviewed journal publications

1 book

16 book chapters

52 national and international conference presentations



Grant Funding

New grants awarded 2021

Total new funding commencing in 2022: $9,583,936

¢ MRFF Innovative Therapies for Mental lliness (2022-2025): A randomised, double-blind,
conftrolled trial of MDMA assisted exposure therapy for comorbid alcohol use and post-
tfraumatic stress disorder. $1,951,246. CIA. Awardees: Morley, Mills, Haber, Lubman, Teesson,
Arunogiri, Baillie, Yong Yi Lee, Morse, Back

¢ NHMRC Synergy Grant (2022-2026): Linking clinical and basic science discovery to find new

treatments for alcohol use disorder. $5,000,000. CIB. Awardees: Haber, Morley, Lawrence,
Manning, Lubman, McNally, Millan, Arunogiri
¢ NHMRC Investigator Grant Level 3 (2022-2026): Applied research to prevent the epidemic
of poisoning deaths. $1,500,000. Awardee: Buckley NA
¢ NHMRC Investigator Grant, Emerging Leadership 1 (2022-2026): Alcohol freatment for
Aboriginal men in and out of prison $607,263. Awardee: Doyle, M

e ARC Discovery Project (2022-2024): Investigating Memory Reliability in Intoxicated Witnesses

of Crime. $525,427. Awardees: Monds, Takarangi, Chin, Montebello; Pls: Semrad, Flowe

Ongoing grants

Granting body Awardees Project title Grant total $ Years Status
NHMRC/Clinical Baillie A, Morley | Arandomised $1,329,000 2021- New-
Trials and Cohort K, Haber P, conftrolled trial 2025 Awarded
Studies Slade T of N- in 2021
acetylcysteine
for the
treatment of
alcohol use
disorder
NHMRC Ideas Withall, ASCAPE: Audio $844,050 2021- New-
Grant Schofield, App-delivered 2023 Awarded
Ginnivan, Screening for in 2020
Hwang; Als: Cognition and
Butler, Age-related
Snoyman, Health in Older
Greenberg, Prisoners
Monds,
Radford,
Dingwall,
Howie, Reutens
Cystic Fibrosis Ooi, van Dorst, | Short chain fatty | $50,000 2021- New-
Australia Katz, Sivam, acids and 2022 Awarded
Taylor, Haber, gastrointestinal in 2020
Jaffe, Thomas complications in
cystic fibrosis
NSW Ministry of Day Health System $30,000 2021 New-
Health CA,Roxburgh Access and Awarded
A ,Haber PS, Patient Journey in 2020
Reid
SE, Roberts D,Lai
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Granting body Awardees Project title Grant total $
H, Dietze
P.Stoove M.
NSW Ministry of Caimns R, NSW Poisons $35,400 2021- New-
Health Buckley NA, Information 2022 Awarded
Roberts D, Centre in 2020
Brown J, AusVapeSafety
Adamo G, study
Wright N
NSW Ministry of Conigrave K, Co-creating $30,000 2021- New-
Health Conigrave J, Evidence from 2022 Awarded
Doyle M, Lee K, | the Alcohol and in 2020
Dobbins T other Drugs
Morley K. (Als Outcomes
Haber P, Register
Buckley N, (AoDOR)
Doran C, Wilson
NHMRC Schaffer A, Disentangling $480,978 2021- New-
Pearson SA, the 2023 Awarded
Buckley NA, interrelationship in 2020
Falster M, between
Brieger D, multimordibity,
Abrahamowicz | multimedicine
M, Daniels B use, and
cardiovascular
health
NSW Ministry of Dunlop, How does long $798,652 2021- New-
Health Roberts, acting depot 2023 Awarded
Lintzeris, Haber, | buprenorphine in 2020
Ezard, Maher, impact on the
McEntyre, high-risk post-
White, Doyle, release period
Graham for people with
opioid
dependence -
The Release
Study
Australian Cairns R, Wright | Boosting public | $525,000 2021- New-
Research Data N, Ellioft R, Wylie | health research 2023 Awarded
Commons C, Lynch AM, with a national in 2020
Dawson A, poisoning
Greene S, dataset
Isoardi K,
Armstrong J,
Buckley N,
Chiew A, Huynh
A, Brown J.
NHMRC Lee KSK, Wilson | Befter data on $2,614,769 2021- New-
S, Conigrave K, | methamphetam 2025 Awarded
Chikritzhs T, ine s and other in 2020
Hayman N, drugs among
Dawson A, AliR, | Indigenous
Conigrave J, Australians to
Fitts M
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Granting body

Awardees

Project title

Grant total $

Years

Status

inform policy
and practice.

NHMRC Fatovich D, Emerging Drugs | $3,722,731 2021 - | New-
Soderstrom J, Network of 2023 Awarded
Dawson A, Australia: a in 2020
Alfred S, coordinated
Greene S, toxicosurveillanc
Isorardi K, e system of lllicit
Pulbrook L, drug use in
McCutcheon D, | Australia to
Oosthuize enable rapid
detection and
harm reduction
responses via an
Early Warning
System
NIH/NIAAA Grant Seth, D., Genetic risk $163,630 2021 New-
Morgan, T., factors for Awarded
Foroud, T., alcoholic cirrhosis: in 2020
Cordell, H., genome-wide
Daly, A., case-control
Whitfield, J., study - Extension
Haber,. P.
NHMRC Ideas Grant. | Cls: Withall, ASCAPE: Audio $844,050 2021- | New-
Schofield, App-delivered 2023 Awarded
Ginnivan, Screening for in 2020
Hwang; Als: Cognition and
Butler, Age-related
Snoyman, Health in Older
Greenberg, Prisoners.
Monds,
Radford,
Dingwall,
Howie, Reutens.
NHMRC Eastwood, A Centre of $3,000,000 2020- | Existing -
Hiscock, Research 2025 Ongoing
Goldfield, Excellence for in 2021
Gillespie, Haber, | Integrated
de LeeUW, KOTZ, CommUnify Care
Page, of People with
Schneider, Complex Mulfi-
. morbidities
Cunich
NHMRC Pearson SA, NHMRC Centre of | $2,500,000 2020- | Existing -
Pratt N, Buckley | Research 2025 Ongoing
N, Preen D, Excellence in in 2021
Degenhardt L, | Medicines
Van Gool K, Intelligence
Vajdic C, Jorm
L, Wilson A,
Henry D
NHMRC Ideas Grant. | Askew D, Fetal Alcohol $726,743 2020 - Existing -
Abbott H, Spectrum 2023 Ongoing
d'Antoine H, Disorder: in 2021
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Granting body

Awardees

Project title

Grant total $

Poole N, Egert S,

Schluter P,
Liddle K.
(Conigrave K
Al)

prevention and
coordination of
support for urban
Aboriginal and
Torres Strait
Islander people
and communities

Edith Collins Seed
Funding

Day, C.

Covid-19 related
changes to
opiate agonist
freatment
(COVAT) project

$25,000

2020-
2022

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

NSW Health

Dunlop,
Bonevski,
Lintzeris, Ezard,
Gartner,
Jackson, Rich,
Oldmeadow,
Searles, Nean,
Harrod, Haber,
Gill, Graham,
Hallinan

Harmony study: A
frial of the
effectiveness of
vaporised
nicofine products
(VNPs) for
smoking cessation
amongst NSW
opiate agonist
freatment (OAT)
clients

$950,000

2020 -
2022

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

Edith Collins Seed
Funding

Morley KC (CIA)

Harnessing novel
technologies to
examine
mediators of
suicidal ideation
following
admission for self-
harm.

$25,000

2020-
2022

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

Edith Collins Seed
Funding

Morley KC (CIA)

Reducing
recurrent self-
poisoning and
suicide risk by
delivering
interventions for
substance use
disorder by
telehealth: The
OPTIMISE project.

$25,000

2020-
2022

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

Moyira Elizabeth
Vine Fund for
research into
Schizophrenia

Morley KC (CIA)

A pilot
randomised trial
of adjunct N
acetylcysteine for
comorbid
schizophrenia
and substance
use disorder.

$100,000

2020-
2021

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

NHMRC Project
Grant

Stapinski L,
Newton N,
Snijder M, Doyle
M, Champion K,
Chapman C.
(Conigrave K is

Strong and
Deadly Futures: A
cluster RCT of a
computerised
school-based
alcohol and drug

$1,907.,377

2019-
2024

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021
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Granting body

Awardees

Project title

Grant total $

Years

Status

an Associate
investigator).

prevention
program for
Aboriginal and
Torres Strait
Islander students

NHMRC

Morley KC (CIG)

The eCIiPSE
Project:
implementing
evidence-based
eHealth
interventions for
comorbid mental
health and
alcohol/other
drug use
problems into
health and
community
settings

$196,973

2019-
2023

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

Suicide Prevention
Australia

Morley KC (CIC)

Preventing
repeated self-
poisoning: A brief
therapy text
message
intervention

$523,614

2019-
2022

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

University of Sydney
School of
Psychology Booster
Grant

Van Golde &
Monds

The effects of
stress on memory
forrepeated
eventsin
emergency
workers/first
responders

$10,000

2019-
2021

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

UNSW Medicine
Nevuroscience

Watson, Le
Pelley, Prior,
Monds,
McCraw, Smith,
Weirs, & Knock

Cognitive bias
modification for
enhancing
freatment
efficacy in
alcohol use
disorder: pilot
study of an
adapted protocol
aimed at
reducing relapse
rates

$39.,455.00

2019-
2021

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021

NHMRC - Project
Grant

Chitty, K, Pilgrim
J, Cairns R,
Schaffer A. (Als:
Buckley NA,
Pearson SA,
Page A, Carter
G, Wylie C,
Raubenheimer
J)

Health service
and medicine
utilisation before
suicide: optimising
suicide prevention
using population-
based linkage of
routinely
collected data

$363,856

2019-
2021

Existing -
Ongoing
in 2021
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Granting body Awardees Project title Grant total $
Lambert Initiative for | Haber, Lintzeris, | Randomised, $295,000 2019 - | Existing -
Cannabinoid Morley, controlled trial of 2021 Ongoing
Research McGregor cannabidiol in 2021
(CBD) for the
freatment of
alcohol
withdrawal
NHMRC/International | Dawson, A., A randomised $813,969 2018- Existing -
Collaborations Conigrave, K., stepped wedge 2021 Ongoing
Buckley, N., Lee, | trial of the scaling in 2021
K. up of a
community-based
alcohol
education
program in rural
Sri Lankan villages
NHMRC/ Mills, K., Slade, | Australian $1,193,609 2018- Existing -
Project Grant T.. Marel, C., Longitudinal Study 2021 Ongoing
Ross, J., of Heroin in 2021
Teesson, M., Dependence: An
Haber, P., 18-20yr
Darke, S. prospective
cohort study of
mortality,
abstinence, and
psychiatric and
physical health
comorbi
dity
NHMRC - Project DegenhardtL, | Combating $969,205 2018- Existing -
Grant Pearson SA, escalating harms 2021 Ongoing
Dobbins T, Gisev | associated with in 2021
N, Currow D, pharmaceutical
Blyth F, Larney S, | opioid use
Dunlop A,
Mafttick R,
Wilson A. (Als:
Buckley N,
Cohen, Coory,
Farrell M, Haber
P, Ivers R)
University of Sydney | Monds, Smith, | what $20,000 2018- Existing -
- UNSW Australia Lintzeris, Ezard, neurocognitive 2021 Ongoing
Seed Funding Bruno, Dobbins | and mental in 2021

Scheme: Mental
Health, Drug and
Alcohol Comorbidity

health factors
predict quality of
life improvements
and freatment
outcomes among
stimulant users
seeking
freatment?
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Granting body

Awardees

Project title

Grant total $

University of Sydney | Morley KC Evaluation of $20,000 2018- | Existing -
- UNSW Australia DDCAT in NSW 2019 Ongoing
Drug and Alcohol in 2021
settings in local
health districts
and non -
government
NHMRC CRE K. Conigrave, S. | A Centre for $2,530,928 2017- Existing -
Wilson, A Research 2023 Ongoing
Shakeshaft, N Excellence: in 2021
Hayman, P. Building
Haber, K. Lee, R, | Indigenous
lvers, C. Doran, |research
A Clifford. capacity to find
solutions to
alcohol problems
(NHMRC CRE:
APP1117198)
NHMRC Isbister GK, NHMRC Centre of | $2,500,000.00 2016- Existing -
Buckley NA, Research 2021 Ongoing
DeSilva HJ, Excellence in in 2021
Brown SG, Translational
Hodgson W, venom and
Lalloo D, de antivenom
Silva A, Dawson | fesearch
AH,
Gawarammana
|, Graudins A.
NHMRC Practitioner | Conigrave KM | working with $474,512 2017- Existing -
Fellowship Indigenous 2022 Ongoing
services and in 2021
communities to
reduce the harms
from
alcohol
NHRMRC Project K. Conigrave, Increasing uptake | $2,252,322 2016- Existing -
Grant P.Haber, N. of evidence- 2021 Ongoing
Hayman, K. Lee, | based in 2021
R. Ivers, T. management of
Dobbins, D. unhealthy alcohol
Gray, D. use in Aboriginal
Johnson, S. primary health
Wilson care services
NSW Ministry Health | Haber PS Opioid Treatment | $650,000 2018- Existing -
Accreditation 2021 Ongoing
Course (OTAC) in 2021
NHMRC/MRFF Haber PS Novel freatment | $417,500 2019- Existing -
Practitioner for alcohol use 2023 Ongoing
Fellowship disorder in 2021
NSW Health/ Grimison, P., RCT evaluating a | $2.792,269 2015- | Existing -
Research Project Haber, P., cannabis extract 2021 Ongoing
Support Stockler, M., for secondary in 2021
Lintzeris, N., prevention of
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Granting body Awardees Project title Grant total $ Years Status
Simes, R., chemotherapy-
McGregor, |., induced nausea
Olver, I., Allsop, | @nd vomiting
D., Gedye, C.,
Kirby, A.
NHMRC/ Ward, J., Ezard, | Novel $2,234,452 2016- Existing -
Project Grant N., Treloar, C., interventions to 2021 Ongoing
Mcketin, R., address in 2021
Wilkes, E., methamphetamin
Dunlop, A., es in Aboriginal
Conigrave, K., communities
Gray, D., Quinn,
B., Wand, H.
Total $39,005,044
Total new funding | $11,304,630
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Awards
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Runner Up Award: APSAD 2021 Client experience of depot-buprenorphine two years post
implementation- barriers to freatment and challenges of COVID-19 (Sophia Little, PhD
candidate)

Northern Sydney Local Health District Allied Health Researcher of the Year Award, 2021 (Dr.
Lauren A. Monds, PhD)

Nominated for the 2021 NSW Health Excellence in Allied Health Award — Allied Health
Researcher / Educator of the Year (Dr. Lauren A. Monds, PhD)

Franklin Women Carers Award, 2021 (Dr Morley, K.C, PhD)

Finalist, Australia India Science, Research & Development Award by the India Australia
Business Community Awards (IABCA) 2020

Institute of Precision Medicine & Bioinformatics (IPM&B), Sydney Local Health District:
Featured Devanshi Seth's Research Program in IPM&B e-Newsletter on genetics of alcoholic
liver disease

Centenary Award Q2: Publication in high impact factor journal as senior author $5000
(Schwantes-AN...Seth D, Hepatology 2021)

Featured article on South Asian women in STEMM by South Asian Australians Representing
ldeas (SAARI) hitps://saaricollective.com.au/community/blog/powerhouse-south-asian-
women-in-stem-in-conversations-with-dr-devanshi-seth-and-dr-onisha-patel/, 2021 (Dr Seth
Devanshi)

SwitchHub Team Video interview on YouTube and Spotify: Devanshi Seth's journey as
woman leader in science and alcohol research
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=QFMmTEEOSAQ

Awarded Senior Scientist Poster Prize Runner-up APSAD 2021 (Dr Sharon Reid, PhD)
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Professor Andrew Baillie, Professor, Allied Health (USYD); Clinical Psychologist (SLHD)
Professor Nicholas Buckley, Professor, Clinical Pharmacology (USYD); Clinical Toxicologist

Dr Kate Chitty, Research Fellow

Professor Kate Conigrave, Senior Staff Specialist (SLHD); Director, Centre of Research
Excellence in Indigenous Health and Alcohol (USYD); Conjoint Professor, Addiction Medicine
(USYD)

Dr James Conigrave, Research Fellow, Speciality of Addiction Medicine (USYD)

Professor Andrew Dawson, Senior Staff Specialist (SLHD); Clinical Professor, Pharmacology
and Toxicology (USYD)

Associate Professor Carolyn Day, Research Education Academic Director, Faculty of
Medicine and Health (USYD)

Dr Michael Doyle, Senior Research Fellow, Centre of Research Excellence in Indigenous
Health and Alcohol (USYD)

Professor Paul Haber, Clinical Director, Drug Health Services (SLHD); Head, Speciality of
Addiction Medicine (USYD)

Dr Nazila Jamshidi, Staff Specialist (SLHD); Clinical Senior Lecturer, Central and Western
Clinical Schools

Associate Professor Kylie Lee; Deputy Director, Centre of Research Excellence in Indigenous
Health and Alcohol (USYD); Visiting Fellow Centre for Alcohol Policy Research (LTU); Adjunct
Associate Professor, National Drug Research Institute (Curtin University)

Dr Warren Logge, Post-doctoral Research Officer

Dr Maja Moensted, Post-doctoral Research Officer

Dr Lauren Monds, Academic Fellow, Specialty of Addiction Medicine (USYD)

Associate Professor Kirsten Morley, Specialty of Addiction Medicine (USYD)

Dr Firouzeh Noghrecchi, Statistician

Dr Jacques Raubenheimer, Statistician



e Dr Sharon Reid, Career Medical Officer (SLHD); Senior Lecturer, Specialty of Addiction
Medicine and School of Public Health (USYD)

e DrBen Riordan, Post-doctoral Research Officer

e Dr Amanda Roxburgh, Post-doctoral Research Associate

o Clinical Associate Professor Devanshi Seth, Principal Scientist (SLHD); Head, Alcoholic Liver
Disease Laboratory (Centenary Institute); Specialty of Addiction Medicine and Specialty of
Clinical Medicine (USYD)

o DrBethany White, Research Manager, Clinical lecturer

e Adjunct Associate Professor Scott Wilson, Joint-Director, Centre of Research Excellence in
Indigenous Health and Alcohol (USYD)

e Dr Danni Zheng, Statistician/Epidemiologist
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e Claire Adams, Research Assistant
e Zein Albedeen Ali, Research Assistant
e Susan Anderson, Clinical Research Nurse
e Farah Al Ansari, Research Assistant
e Mustafa Al Ansari, Research Assistant
e Annabelle Chidiac, Research Assistant
e Karen Conroy, Clinical Research Nurse
e Dr Heidi Coupland, Post-doctoral Research Officer
e Elizabeth Dale, Research Assistant
e Bebe DeSouza, Research Assistant
e Dr Monika Dzidowska, Research Program Manager
e Brennan Geiger, Research Assistant
¢ Dr Vicki Giannopoulos, Research Officer
e Holly Hardress, Research Assistant
e Tristan Hurzeler, Research Assistant
o Sophia Little, Research Officer
e Summer Loggins, Research Administrative Assistant
e Eva lLouie, Research Assistant
e Zara Mills, Research nurse
e Dr Janaka Pushpakumara, Research Officer, Psychologist
¢ Taleah Reynolds, Research Administration Assistant
e Susan Rombouts, Research Assistant
e Maria Uribe Guajardo, Research Officer
e Dr Chris Tremonti, Advanced Trainee
e Dr Anastasia Volovets, Staff Specialist in Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Addiction
Medicine and Toxicology
¢ Natalie White, Research Assistant
e Daniel Winter, Research Officer
o Katie Wood, Research Officer
o Catherine Zheng, Research Assistant

Higher Degree Students (PhD and MPhil) (n=26)
¢ Mustafa Al Ansari, PhD student
e Dr Angela Chiew, PhD student
¢ Elizabeth Dale, PhD student
¢ Monika Dzidowska, PhD student
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Fathima Shihana Haniffa Salahudeen, PhD student
Kristie Harrison, PhD student

Tristan Hurzeler, PhD student
Douglas James, PhD student
Winston Kardell, PhD student

So Bi Kim, PhD student

Jessy Lim, PhD student

Sophia Little, PhD student

Eva Louie, PhD student

Rhys Mantell, PhD student

Erica Martin, PhD student

Tammy Merrick, PhD student

Van Long Nguyen, PhD student

Dr Varan Perananthan, PhD student
Gemma Purcell-Khodr, PhD student
Annalee Stearne, PhD student

Dr Natalie Thurtle, PhD student
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Susan Welch, PhD student

Daniel Winter, PhD student

Amelia Woods, PhD student
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Rachel Braude, Doctor of Medicine

Lynette Bullen, Rural Capacity Building Program
Zachary Bryant, Master Public Health

Felicia Cao, Doctor of Medicine

Kate Hocknull, Master Public Health

Kathryn Ruth Kiefhaber, Doctor of Medicine

Summer Loggins, LLB

Hannah Mogatra, Honours

Rengen Parlane, Doctor of Medicine

Taleah Reynolds, Grad Dip Indigenous Health Promotion
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Ameilia Russell, Master Public Health
Olya Ryjenko, Master Public Health
Aayushi Talwar, Doctor of Medicine
Vincent Tran, Doctor of Medicine

Tim Weatherall, Grad Dip Indigenous Health Promotion
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